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2 bo gave Jacob for a Spotl, and Iſrael 
o the, Robbers? Did not the Lo Rb, . 
H. e, againſt « whom we have ſinned 9 


MONG many important Advantages 
recommending the inſpired Writings 
of the Old as well as the New Teſta- 

> ment to our attentive Peruſal, This is 
none of the leaſt conſiderable ; That, whilſt 
they preſent us with an Hiſtory of Providence 
in ancient Times, they abound with Obſervations 
upon particular Occurrences which may be uſe- 
fully applied by all ſucceeding Ages. Erroneous 

Applications indeed may be, and have been, 

made of ſome Tranſactions there recorded, re- 

lating to à peculiar People ; where neither ſhould 
every Interpoſition on Gop's Part be an Object 
of general Expectation, nor every Proceeding on 

Their's be drawn into general Example. Yet 

the Accounts there given of many remarkable 

Changes in the Fortunes of that People, eſpe- 

cially where we have the Declarations of their 

Prophets and Righteous Men concerning them, 

were undoubtedly written for our Learning. 

And, as Gop is not the GoD of the Jews only, 

but of the Gentiles alſo ; (ach Paſſages of Scrip- 

ture may, at this Day, be profitable to other 
A 2 Nations, 
ft 


[x] 


for . or ee 5 


I with we had leis — cm to apply the 
Paſſage before Us, in reference either to the Ju- 
Juries we have lately been permitted by the Al- 
mighty to ſuffer from the Invaders of our Na- 
tional | Kights, or to the Provecation we have 


23 


tion, for 


given Him to chaſtiſe us by their Means. ' How- 
ar of our paſt Sufferings, or our preſent Dan- 
gers, let every one judge as he ſees Cauſe; pro- 
vided only that he judge impartially and in the 
Fear of Gop. For we may be, and perhaps 
we ſometimes are, ready to think too untayoura- 
bly of the Circumſtances of our Country5- and, 
— not to be afraid where no Fear is, yet to 
be afraid beyond what our Caſe really requires: 
Which may be at once our Misfortune and our 
Fault: Our Misfortune, ſhould it betray Thoſe 
Succours which Reaſon might otherwiſe offer : 
Our Fault, ſhould it make us unreaſonably que- 
rulous againſt our Superiours, or too raſh. in our 
Cenſures upon our Country-men ; but eſpecially 
ſhould it render us leſs thankful than we ought 
to be to our ſupreme Protector, for having hi- 
therto exempted Us of this Land, if not from 
bearing a Share in the Burdens of War, yet 
from perſonally feeling Thoſe direful Effects of 
it, under which Many Others even now groan. 
But, though our Situation may not yet be deſ- 
perate enough to juſtify an unmanly Dread, it is 
ſurely too alarming to excuſe an irreligious Se- 
curity. A State of War with a powerful Ene- 
my cannot, under the moſt favourable Appear- 
ances 
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ances, be free from Danger. And, if we find 

our Prophet elſewhere denouncing a * Vo againſt 
Some in his Days, who appear not till after- 
wards to have ſmarted under any extraordinary 
Chaſtiſement, , becauſe the Harp and the, Viol, the 
Tabret and Pipe, and Wine, were in their Feaſts, 
whilſt they regarded not the Work of the LoRD, 
nor confidered the Operation of His Hands; how 
much more provoking muſt the ſame luxurious 
and profane Courſe of Life be under the actual 
Inflictions of His Vengeance. That War in par- 
ticular is one of theſe Inflictions, and ſuch an 
one as calls for a more ſerious Frame of Mind, 
we may (without citing other Paſſages) ſuth- 
ciently learn from the Words following my 
Text : Where the Prophet, having intimated the 
Reaſon why Gop had given Jacob for a Spoil 
and Iſrael to the Robbers, preſently ſubjoins this 
pathetick Complaint : * Therefore hath He poured 
upon bim the Fury of His Anger, and the Strength 
of Battle; and hath ſet him on Fire round. a- 
bout, yet he knew (or duly regarded) it not; and 
It hath burned him, yet he laid it not to Heart, 
A Degree of Inſenſibility, which might ſeem 
hardly credible, did not our own Obſervation 
ſet before us too many Examples of at leaſt 
an equal Inattention to the fame Indications 
of Divine Diſpleaſure. 

To awaken Us from a State of Slumber and. 
Impiety, ſo little agreeable to our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances, is one declared End of this ſeaſon- 
able Appointment : In Purſuance whereof, I 


a Iſai. V, 11, 12. b Ibid. XLII. 25. 


would 


6 
would take Occaſion, from the Paſſage under 
Confideration, to offer ſome Reflections not un-„ 
ſuitable to the State of Things around Us; ang 
then to recommend ſuch farther Sentiments as 
Seaſons of National Danger ſtand in need of, 
and ſuch as Days of National Humiliation more 
particularly require. wn 
Many a Time had the Enemies of Gop's Peo- 
ple oppreſſed them and beld them in Subjection. 
And, whichſoever of their Diſtreſſes the Prophet 
might in my Text particularly have in view; 
We may ſuppoſe Them full of Enquiries after the 
immediate Cauſe of what had befallen them ; 
blaming, as their Apprehenſions or their Preju- 
dices led them, either the Direction of their 
Counſels, or the Execution of their Operations: 
not without loud Complaints and Expreſſions of 
Reſentment againſt the Encroachments, Perfidy, 
and Cruelty of Their Enemies. The Prophet 
condemns not ſuch Enquiries nor ſuch Com- 
plaints ; but from their acknowledged Condition 
takes Occaſion to point out to them ſuch Ob- 
jets of Both, as were at leaſt equally intereſting 
with any of the reſt: Of their Enquiries — 
* Who had let looſe the Violence of their rapa- 
cious Adverſaries, at the ſame Time (if ſuch a 
Cafe muſt be ſuppoſed) infatuating or diſpiriting 
| Thoſe that ſhould have defended them?“ And 
| of their Reſentment — Thoſe Perſonal Sins, Thoſe 
| National Provocations, that had deprived them of 
| His Protection. V GAH Jacob for a Spoil, 
; and Iſrael to the Robbers? Did not the Lok p, 
He, againſt whom we have SINNED? 


Such 


—— 


TH 


Such, I conceive, might be the View of our 
Prophet in This Addreſs to his Country-men, 
And, ſhould our preſent Circumſtances be 
thought to bear any Reſemblance to Their's ; 
That we may neither on the one Hand, like 
Them, by a ſottiſh Diſregard of His Super-in- 
tendence forget Gop, nor charge Him fooliſhly 
by any injurious Imputation on the other; I 
ſhall reduce what the Time will permit me to 
1 offer, by Way of illuſtrating and applying the 
Doctrine of my Text, under the following Ge- 


3 neral Heads of Enquiry : | | 
I. Firſt, Whence it comes, that there ſhould 
4 de among Men or Nations any ſuch Vio- 
15 lence, as is here ſuppoſed, 


II. Secondly, Under whoſe Controll, and to what 
Ends, It is permitted to operate, or pro- 
duce Its Effects. And, 


mm. Thirdly, To what Uſes the foregoing Doc- 


trine may be ſeaſonably applied by Ourſelves, 
on the preſent Occaſion. 


I. The Hint of Theſe Enquiries, at it relates 
to the Origin of Evil in general, hath in all 
Ages been a Subject of much Perplexity to 
Man's unenlightened Underſtanding : And It 
ſtill continues to be a dangerous Speculation to 
ſuch Free Enquirers, as will preſume to be Wiſe 
above what is written. But I have the Happi- 
neſs of ſpeaking to a Chriſtian Audience: And 
as no Apology will here be expected for having 
conſtant Recourſe to That ſacred Volume, which 
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s in all our Hands; ſo we ſhall, J truſt, be 
thereby enabled to reconcile, ſo far as it is need- 
ful for Us to reconcile, the Appearances now un- 
der Conſideration, with the genuine Feelings of 
our own Nature, and with our cleareſt Notions 
concerning the All- perfect Author of llt. 
The Fact ſuppoſed is indeed indiſputable: 
There always hath been, and there ſtill conti- 
nues to be, much Injuſtice, Rapine, and Cruel- 
ty in the World. Scarcely was the Human 
Race multiplied before Aſſaſſination began: For 
the Firſt Man, whoſe Birth is recorded, is re- 
corded alſo to have * riſen up againſt bis Brother 
and to have ſlain him. When in Proceſs of 


Time this Earth became repleniſhed with In- 


habitants, we are told, that it 4was alſo filled 
with Violence: Nor could the ſame Flood of Wa- 
ters, which ſwept away the Old World one Fa- 
mily excepted, through any conſiderable Length 
of Succeſſion deter the Branches of That one Fa- 
mily from mutual Encroachments, Aſſaults, and 
Bloodſhed. Their Deſcendants ever ſince, when 
at Liberty from all Reſtraints of Authority, have 
betrayed ſuch a Diſpoſition to annoy and infeſt 
one another, as furniſhed a Phr/ofſophizing Hu- 
moriſt of our own in the laſt Century with fome 
Pretence for his favourite Tenet, that a State of 
Nature 1s a State of War. Yet, on the other 


Hand, the Hiſtories of Mankind, under Govern- 


ment in every Form, are filled with Accounts 
ſo little to Its Credit, that a late plauſible De- 


clai mer hath ventured to charge This Artificial 


a Gen, IV.8. b Ibid. VI. 13. ; 
Society 
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Society with the Introduction of more and great- 
er Miſchiefs among Men, than Thoſe from 
which It has reſcued them. As to our boaſted 
Faculty of Reaſon ; too true it 1s, that, in Pro- 
portion to Its Improvement by the Cultivation 
of Arts and Sciences, Men have ever become 
more ingenious in preparing for each other the 
Inſtruments of Death. Nay (which is moſt to 
be lamented) Religion Itſelf hath too often been 
employed in giving Sharpneſs to Thoſe Wea- 

ns, and Force to thoſe Engines, which Phi- 
foſophy had invented for the Deſtruction of our 
Species. Even the merciful * Ixsus foreſa and 
foretold, that His Coming, inſtead of cloſing 
former Breaches, would Itſelf open new Ones 
among thoſe of neareſt Relation. Which Pre- 
diction the Profeſſors of His Religion have ever 
ſince been too ſadly verifying : And We ſee, at 
This Day, Some, who call themſelves CHRIS“ 
TIANS, ſpreading Devaſtation with as much In- 
duſtry, as if They were really ſupporting their 
Title to That Appellation by Sending on Earth, 
not Peace, but a Sword. 

What ſhall We fay then? Are our truly Na- 
tural Affections and our unprejudiced Reaſon, 
are Civil Government and even Religion, not 
excepting the Chriſtian, All combined againſt 
the Peace, and Order, and Happineſs of Man- 
kind? In other Words, 1s Gop the Author of 
ſo much Confufion as we fee in the Moral World ? 
Or, Are His choiceſt Gifts to Man the neceſſary 
Cauſes of all This Miſchief and Deſtruction ? 


a Matt. X. 34, 35. 
B No, 
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No, ſurely ! Whatever Inventions Men may have 
fought out, let us ſay, with the Wife Preacher, 
his at leaſt we have found, that GoD made h 
Man upright :” He gave him a Degree of Per- 8 
fection ſuited to his Rank among his Fellow- 
Creatures ; but ſuited alfo to That State of Pro- 
bation for which he was intended. What his 
Firſt Trial was, and how he fell from his Ori- 
ginal Uprightneſs, You all know from the Hiſ- 
tory of Moſes. And, if we conſult St. James 
upon the Origin of © bitter Envying and Strife in 
particular; we find Him, not only tracing Its 
Deſcent from the Frailty of our Eartbiy Part, 
the Prevalence of our Senſual Appetites, and the i 
Influence of That Diabolical Spirit, whoſe Sug- 4 
geſtions firſt introduced this Diſorder into our 
Conſtitution, and ſtill continue to add Strength N 
and Malignity to it; but e _ aſſuring Us, y 
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that the Wiſdom, which is from above, is firſt 
pure then peaceable, gentle and eaſy to be intreat- 2 
ed, full of Mercy and good Fruits. 4 
And indeed, depraved as our preſent Nature 
is, I think we ſhould hardly do Juſtice to the 
Author of our Being, ſhould We not acknow- 
ledge Ourſelves to be, in every Way conſiſtent 
with the Freedom of accountable Creatures, 
taught of Gop to love one another. © Do Violence 
to no Man,” is {till a Dictate of Nature, as well 
as a Precept of Religion. Our very Inſtincts 
are, as it were, retained on the Side of Diſtreſs, 
whereſoever it appears; at leaſt till they are 
hurt by a Number of detected Counterfeits. A 8 
a Eccl. VII. 29. b See Gen, III. c Jam, III. 14—17. | 

| State 
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E 
State of War is in fact fo little Natural to our 
Minds, that to be pleaſed with the Miſeries of 
others, or wilfully to occaſion them, I might 
ſay, to neglect the Relief of them when in our 
Power, 1s not more commonly than juſtly called 
t Inbuman :” And I appeal to every Breaſt not 
unuſually hardened, Whether, in the Midſi of Its 
Rejcicing upon the News of a Victory, the Heart 
7s not forrmgful at the Thought of That horri- 
ble Slaughter, even of Enemies, that muſt be 
ſuppoſcd to have attended upon It. Then, as to 
Civil Government: So far is This from being 
fairly chargeable with the mutual Encroach- 
ments and Inſults of Men, that it was one great 
End of This Ordinance of Gop, and is one prin- 
cipal Employment of All who duly adminiſter 
It, by hindering if poſſible, or if not by pu- 
niſhing, every Thing of this Kind, to proclaim 
to 'Thoſe under Its Juriſdiction, that They truſt 
not in Wrong and Robbery. And, whatever Out- 
rages may at any Time have ſheltered them- 
ſelves under the miſapplied Name of Religion, 
or have perhaps been conſecrated by the much- 
> injured Authority of the Goſpe/ Itſelf ; Theſe muſt 
all have been prevented by a right Underſtand- 
ing, and due Obſervance, of That amiable Inſti- 
tution ; whoſe Divine Author * came, not to de- 
rey Men's Lives, but to ſave them : Which hath 
opened to our Faith ſuch Views of Happineſs 
hereafter, as well as preſcribed ſuch Rules for 
our Conduct here, as are moſt admirably calcu- 
> lated to promote Peace on Earth and Grod-Will 
a Luke IX. 56. 

B 2 among 
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L 22 ] 
among Men: And, were It but allowed to 
have 1's perfect Mort, Nation would not lift up 
Sword againſt Nation, neither would They need 
to learn War any more. 

Not that ſuch Appeals to the Arbitration of 
Heaven are abſolutely repugnant either to Rea- 
fon or Chriſtianity. Nations, as well as Fami- 
lies or ſingle Perſons, may have Rights too im- 
portant to be given up without a vigorous Op- 

ſition to the unjuſt Invader: And ſuch, I 
truſt, are the Rights, in Vindication whereof our 
own Nation is at preſent engaged. Self-defence, 
on ſuch Occaſions, is not only juſtifiable but a 
Duty ; and 1s indeed then only blameable, when 
Hoſtilities commence before Provocation has 
been given, or are proſecuted by Methods un- 
warrantable, or are puſhed beyond the Bounds 
of a juſt Reparation for paſt Injuries, and a rea- 
ſonable Precaution againſt future Attempts of the 
ſame Kind. Something, however, is generally 
wrong in the One or the Other of the contend- 
ing Parties; and too often in Both. And, when 
the Sword is once drawn, ſo extremely difficult 
is it, if not impoſſible, to guard againſt Exceſſes, 
or to prevent a Train of Conſequences, too ma- 
ny to be enumerated, too ſhocking to be deſcri- 
bed ; that no good Man would willingly be con- 
cerned in the Beginning of ſuch Strife, no juſt 
Nation would without good Advice make War : 
Nor can we ſuppoſe ourſelves ſo conſtituted by 
our Wiſe Creator, as to render ſuch Havock a- 
mong His own Works unavoidable. 


a Ifai, II. 4. 
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* From whence, then, come Wars and Fightings 


among us? The ſame Apoſtle, who propoſeth 


the Queſtion, hath very emphatically anſwered 
it by another, Come They not hence, even of Your 
Lufts that war in Your Members? And here, in 
fact, is the chief Source of that Rapine, for 
which a Stranger to the Ways of Men might 
well be at a Loſs to aſſign a Temptation. The 
Produce of This Earth when properly cultivated, 
and the Bounties of Heaven when moderately 
enjoyed, ſeem abundantly ſufficient for the need- 
ful Support, the comfortable Accommodation, 
of All for whom They are prepared. But, 
though the original Deſires, the natural Wants, 
of Man are few and eaſily ſupplied, his imagi- 
nary or affected ones, growing in proportion 
with indulged Appetites and enflamed Luſts, 
ſoon become numerous and importunate. Hence, 
in private Life, He that maketh Haſte to be Rich 
or Great, can hardly be innocent : Harmleſs Be- 
haviour will not anſwer his Purpoſe: Meeting 
with Many engaged in the ſame Purſuits, he 
finds, or da that he finds, a Neceſſity for 
employing either inſidious Craft or over- bearing 
Vehemence ; till unmoved by Compaſſion, un- 
awed by Scruples, he conſiders Nothing as hurt- 
ful to another that promiſeth Advantage to him- 
ſelf. And hence alſo, no ſooner do States and 
Kingdoms begin to form Projects of extending 
their Fame, their Commerce, or their Conqueſts; 
no ſooner do their Sovereigns aftect the Titles of 
Grand and Invincible; but the tender Senti- 


a Jam. IV. I. 
ments 


(24 ] 

ments of 8 are made to give Way, nay 
perſonal Safety and even true Policy are ſacrifi- 
ced, to their ambitious and unbounded Deſires. 
The Lives, not of Enemies only, but of Sub- 
jects, are eſtimated ſolely according to their Sub- 
ſerviency to this favourite Paſſion: Whilſt eve- 
ry Nation that preſumes to check their Progreſs, 
though in Its own juſt Defence, muſt expect 
to feel the keeneſt Reſentment of Thoſe, who 
have perſuaded themſelves, that They are to be 
placed Alone in the Earth. 

What hath been here ſaid amounts to This: 
All that is in the World — All that Violence of 
Paſſion whoſe pernicious Effects we fee and la- 


ment in it — The Luft of the Fleſh, the Luft of 


the Eyes, and the Pride of Life, is not of the Fa- 
ther, but is of the World. It is not That rea- 
ſonable Love of Ourſelves or of our Country, 
which is agreeable to our Nature or implanted 
in us by Its Author, that produces Thoſe Miſ- 
chiefs we are here conſidering : But it is That 
irregular, exceſſive, indeed unnatural, Kind of 
it, which, not content with an equitable Share 
of the Pleaſures, the Profits, or the Pre-eminen- 
ces of our preſent State, would if poſſible graſp 
and cngroſs the Whole. Let no Man, then, 
let no Community of Men, when tempted to 
commit Wrong or Violence, ſay, I am tempt- 
ed of Gop:” For Gop cannot be tempted of E- 
vil, neither tempteth He any Man: But every Man 
is tempted, Then he is ewe away of bis own 


Luſt and enticed. Then Luft, when it hath con- 


a 1Joh. II. 16. b Jam. I. 13—=15. | 
cerved, 


| | Is ] 
= ceived, bringeth forth Sin; and Sin, when it is 
fimſhed, bringeth forth Death. 

Should it, after all, be here urged (and, in an 
Age of Doubting, what will not be urged?) 
that as Infinite Knowledge could not but fore- 
ſee, ſo we might have expected from Infinite 
Goodneſs that It would have prevented, all 
Thoſe Exorbitances of Paſſion which produce ſo 
much Miſchief among Men: Not to detain You 
> with any abſtruſe Diſquiſitions, how far Divine 
! Wiſdom might, or might not, have prevented 
* every Thing of this Kind, without admitting 
* ſome greater Defect or Inconvenience in ſome 
> other Way: (Diſquiſitions, on this Occaſion at 
> leaſt unſcaſonable, perhaps on no Occaſion to 
be reſolved with Certainty, or even purſued with 
Innocence :) Let us fee, Whether the Difficul- 
ty before us may not be competently cleared up, 
by enquiring, as was propoſed, 


II. Secondly, Under whoſe Controll, and to what 
Ends, the Violence of human Paſſion is 
permitted to produce Its Effects. 


Of the various Hypotheſes, that have lately 
been- propoſed, concerning the De/gn of the 
Book of Jab, One (You know) repreſents the 
principal Scope of It to have been the early 
Condemnation of the ancient Notion of To 
not only diſtinct but independent Principles, the 
One of Good, the Other of Evil. And, ſurely, 
whatever may be thought of the main Deſign 
af the Book Itſelf, ſuch a Notion could hardly 
have been more emphatically diſcountenanced 


than 
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than it there is: Where the Evil Being is in- 
troduced, full of Envy againſt the Holy Man, at 
once for his Uprightneſs and his Proſperity, and 
eagerly bent upon putting an End to Both ; yet 
unable to make him fn with his Lips, or with- 
out Go p's Permiſſion to touch the leaſt Part of 
his Poſſeſſions. Whilſt, on the other Hand, the 
Good Being, though He authorizes the Adverſa- 

for a Time to exerciſe His faithful Servant 
with grievous Afflictions; at length brings Good 
out of This Evil, not only to Others by exhibiting 
ſo illuſtrious an Example of Patience and Inte- 
grity, but to Job himſelf by bleſſing bis latter 
End more than his Beginning. 
And, if we conſider the fame envious Spirit 
as ſtill working in the Children of Diſobedience; 
we ſhall find the foregoing Repreſentation con- 
formable to the whole Tenour of the Sacred Wri- 
tings: Which have rendered our Sentiments of 
God's Super-intending Providence, with regard 
particularly to the Evils that appear in the Mo- 
ral World, more awful and more worthy of 
His righteous Government, than had ever other- 
wiſe been conceived by Mankind. 

Give me Leave to illuſtrate This Point by an 
Inſtance or Two. —Very unnatural was the Ha- 
tred of the Sons of Jacob againſt their innocent 
Brother Foſeph : Nor was the Cruelty much leſ- 
ſened on their Part, when They quitted their 
firſt Scheme of Shedding his Blood for That of 
Selling him into Slavery. But, while the Envy 
and Malice were Their's, the Event was God's. 


a Job I and II. «© Ibid. XLII. c Gen, XXXVII. 
| And, 


71 
And, when, by a wonderful Reverſe of their 
reſpective Fortunes, Joſeph in his Turn found 
Theſe his Brethren at his Mercy ; it was from a 
Strain, not of affected Tenderneſs, but of ratio- 
nal Piety, that He thus accoſted them : * « Gop 
did fend me before You, to preſerve Life: It was 
not Ye, that ſent me hither, but Gop. — * As for 
You, Ye thought Evil againſt me; but GoD meant 
it unto Good. Thus again: Equally undeſerved 
was the Violence of the eus againſt our Bleſs- 
ed LoRD, and carried to a yet greater Length 
by Them. And yet we are warranted in ſaying, 
that the Hand of Gop was in This Tranſaction 
alſo: So far in it, as that neither His Judge nor 
His Murtherers could © have had any Power at 
all againſt Him, except it had betn given them 
from above. He was indeed by their own vo- 
luntary Act taken, and by their wicked Hands 
crucified and flain : But He was firſt delivered 
into Thoſe Hands by the determinate Counſel and 
Foreknowledge of GOD: And, whilſt © both He- 
rod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and 
People of Iſrael were gathered together againſt His 
boly Child JEsuUs ; They were in fact executing, 
though quite beſides their own Intention, what 
His Hand and His Counſel had, with a far more 
gracious Purpoſe, determined befare to be done,— 
The ſame is obſervable, more directly to the Point 
before us, in regard to the Sufferings of King- 
doms from oppreſſive and cruel! Enemies: Which 
latter are conſtantly repreſented as Executioners 


a Gen. XLV.5,8. b Ibid. L. 20. e Joh. XIX. it. 
d Acts II. 23. e Ibid. V. 27, 28. 
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of the Almighty's Orders; to be reſtrained or 
employed, and afterwards themſelves — 


ed, according to His good Pleaſure. Paſſionate- 


ly deſirous as * Balaam was of the Wages of Un- 
righteouſneſs, and eager to earn them by Cur/ing 
Iſrael; He was too experienced to imagine he 
could go beyond the Wird of the LoRD, to do lejs 
or more : And when, notwithſtanding This, he 
was wicked enough to make repeated Experi- 
ments; to the inexpreſſible Diſappointment of a 
Prince, who would have amply rewarded him, 
he found himſelf under a Neceſſity of declaring, 
« Surely, there is no Enchantment againſt Jacob, 
neither is there any Divination againſt Iſrael.” 


Not ſo, when Gop's — called for a 


different Proceeding. Then, He gave jacob for 
4 Spoil, and Ifrael to the Robbers: He then with- 
drew His Protection, and left them to the Ava- 
rice, the Malice, or the Revenge of their Ene- 
mies: In the Prophetick Language, calling 8 


ravencus Bird out of the Eaſt, and him that wwas 


to execute His Counſel from a far Country ; _ 
the Afyrian in x. rw or the Rod 0 
Anger, and giving him a Charge againſt : E: 
ple of His Wrath ; to take the Spoil, and to take 
the Prey, and to tread them down as the Mire in 
the Streets. Howbeit, he meaneth not ſo, neither 
doth bis Heart think ſo: Little is he aware 
whoſe Work he is doing, while he is follow- 


ing the Impulſe of his own furious Paſſions ; 


and while it is in bis Heart only to deſtroy and 
to cut off Nations not a Few, 


a Numb. XXII. Kc. b IIA. XLVI. 11. and X. 3. 6, 7. 
From 
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From the foregoing Examples, to which ma- 
ny more might be added, we learn, that wick- 
ed Men — wicked Princes are really Inſtru- 
ments of Go p's Governing Providence. Not 
that He makes them cruel, or needs their Cruel- 
ties. He could Do His flrange Work of Ven- 
geance by ſavage Creatures of other Kinds : But, 
as there are not wanting in human Shape ſuch 
as are always ready with His Permiſſion to un- 
dertake it; He ſometimes thinks fit to allow 
them an Employment ſuited to Their Inclina- 
tions, and in which He has a Right to make 
Uſe of them: Thus, though they will not be che- 
dient, rendering them ſubſervient, to His Will; 
and even, while They imagine themſelves to 
be carrying ſome favourite Point of their Ambi- 
tion or Revenge, in fact conducting their Ope- 
rations to the See e of His own wiſe 
and great and good Deſigns. 

WT What Thoſe Defigns may be,” is a Branch of 
This Enquiry, which muſt, in particular Inſtan- 
ces, be entered upon with Modeſty, and reſol- 
ved with Caution: Becauſe the Reaſons of Gop's 
Proceedings muſt, oftentimes at leaft, lie far be- 
yond the Reach of our Penetration. In our ge- 
zeral Enquiries, however, we may proceed with 
more Safety; taking the fame lively Oracles, 
which have hitherto directed us, for our farther 
Guides. And, as Theſe have enabled us to 
clear the Almighty from the Imputation of be- 
ing the Author of Man's Violence, while they 
have taught us to conſider Him as the conſtant 
Controller and ſupreme Director of all its Ef- 

2 fects; 
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feats; ſo will they juſtify us in aſſigning ſome 
of the chief Purpoſes, for which He frequently 
permits it to prevail in the World. 

And here, it muſt be obſerved, that the ſa- 
cred Writings often refer us to Go D's own Glo- 

as His principal End in the Diſpenſation be- 
2 us. By which, however, cannot be meant 
any real Acceſſion to His Eſſential Glory; the 
tranſcendent Excellency of which muſt ever be 
incapable of Augmentation; but only the Ma- 
nifeſtation of His glorious Perfections to ſuch of 
His Creatures, as He hath enabled to contem- 
plate and adore them. And thus, I conceive, 
we are to underſtand what He ſaid unto Pha- 
raob. In very Deed for this Cauſe have T raiſed 
Thee up, for to ſhew in Thee my Power, and that 
my Name might be declared throughout all the 
Earth. Pharaoh's Heart would probably have 
been no better diſpoſed in a lower Station, 
though perhaps not- ſo thoroughly hardened had 
he been ſooner cut off. But then, neither could 
his Oppreſſion of Gop's People have been fo 
extenſive in a narrower Sphere, nor his Oppoſi- 
tion to G oD's Authority ſo notorious under few- 
er Plagues ; neither would the Almighty have 
gotten Himfelf fo much Honour in the Sight of 
all Nations by his unparalleled Overthrow, had 
not his Life been for ſome Time continued un- 
der ſuch Corrections as, when long repeated, 
ſtill more and more barden Thoſe Hearts, which 
they cannot penetrate. And (without multiply- 
ing Inſtances to the ſame Purpoſe) how greatly 


a Exod. IX. 16. and Rom. IX, 17. 
| muſt 
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muſt ſuch a View of Gop's Government en- 


large and exalt our Sentiments of His Power, 


Majeſty, and- excellent Greatneſs! Whom all 
Nature obeys! I bo not only filleth the Raging 
of the Sea and the Noiſe of Its Waves, but ſetteth 
Bounds to the Fury of the Enemy and the Aven- 
ger! Nay, Who can let looſe all Theſe, ſtill di- 
recting their Activity to the Advancement of 
His own Honour, and making even the Fierce- 
neſs of Man turn to His Praiſe. — Happy will t 


be for Us, if His late Chaſtiſements, inflicted by 


the Hands of our encroaching Neighbours, ſhall 
effectually engage us to give That Gry to Him 
by a willing Obedience, which He will be ſure 
to receive from us and all Mankind, ſooner or 
later, whether we will or not. | 
For, a Farther declared Purpoſe of the Diſ- 
penſation we are conſidering, (rather indeed com- 
prehended under the former, than really ſepa- 
rate from it,) is the Trial and Improvement, or 
at leaſt the Preſervation, of Therr Virtue and 
Obedience, whom Gop is pleaſed to exerciſe 
thereby. That Oppreſſion and Violence are of- 
ten permitted to take Place, by Way of ſalutary 
Diſcipline to Individuals, the inſpired Writings 
will not ſuffer us to doubt: And we have the 
ſame Authority for believing, that whole Coun- 
tries are ſometimes given up to the Ravages of 
other Countries with the like View. The ſame 
Holy Arm, which drove out ſo many of the ido- 
latrous Nations of Canaan, could as eaſily have 
extirpated them all, and given His choſen Peo- 
ple the uninterrupted Poſſeſſion of That rw 
* Land. 
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Land. Or, Their Almighty Protector could have 
granted them the ſame Security from foreign In- 
vaſions at all Times of the Year, which He en- 
couraged them to rely upon at three particular 
Seaſons of it. But either of theſe Exemptions 
from preſent Danger would probably ſoon have 
expoſed them to Conſequences ſtill more dange- 
rous. A Remnant therefore of the Canaanites 
was left unſubdued by them ; * to be for Scourges 
in their Sides, and Thorns in their Eyes: Whilſt, 
for the Exerciſe of their Vigilance, and Correc- 
tion of their occafional Deviations from God's 
Law, They were expoſed alſo to the Incurſions 
of more diſtant Plunderers. So that, through- 
out their Hiſtory, we may obſerve them, by 
Turns, Diſobeying their Almighty Governour, 
and Delivered by Him into the Hands of their 
Enemies; then Brought back by their Diſtreſſes 
to a Senſe of their Duty, and Received into His 
Favour, with Its Conſequents, Peace and Proſ- 
perity ; and even, after having again and again 
perverted Theſe Bleſſings into Occaſions of Wan- 
tonneſs and Rebellion againſt Him, as often Re- 
called to their Allegiance by the ſame Courſe 
of Chaſtenings, before they were finally aban- 
doned by Him. 

But abandoned at laſt even They were, for 
their incorrigible Perverſeneſs, to the Fury of 
the Roman Legions; and became a melancholy 
Inſtance of One Purpoſe of Divine Providence 
that yet remains to be here mentioned (co- inci- 
dent ſtill with That of Go D's Gary) to which 


4 Exod. XXXIV. 23, 24. b Joſh. XXIII. 13. + 
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the unbridled Paſſions of Men are ſometimes per- 
mitted to be ſubſervient: Namely, that of Ta- 
king exemplary Vengeance upon enormous Sin- 
ners, and utterly Deſtroying ſuch as have filled 
up the Meaſure of their Iniguity. We may on good 
Grounds preſume, that ſingle Offenders are in 
many Inſtances thus puniſhed by the Violence of 
others. But the Preſumption is much ſtronger in 
the Caſe of ſinful Communities, as ſuch ; upon 
Grounds that have been ſo often explained, as 
to leave me no Occaſion for any Enlargement 
on them. And as little need I multiply Exam- 
ples to the ſame Purpoſe, whilſt the ſtill vi- 
ſible Fate of the Jews, of which 1 have juſt 
been reminding Vou, continues at This Day to 
convey to every Nation under Heaven That aw- 
ful Warning: / Gop ſhared not His choſen Peo- 
ple, Take Heed, leſt He alſo ſpare not Thee.” 

In what various Ways the Almighty may en- 
able one Wicked Nation to oppreſs, haraſs, and 
ruin Another, it is impoſſible for us to fay, 
and needleſs to enquire. But there can be no 
Difficulty in accounting for the Thing itfelf. In 
Truth, a People impious in their Principles and 
debauched in their Morals muſt, almoſt of 
Courſe, fall an eaſy Prey to the firſt Aſſailant. 
They not only renounce Go D's Protection and 
— His Reſentment, but naturally diſqua- 
ify themſelves for any manly Effort againſt real 
or even imaginary Terrours. Their Counſels 
will be flow, diſtracted, irreſolute; and proba- 
bly no ſooner determined than betrayed : Or, 
inſtead of that Vigour in the Execution which 
120 Succeſs 
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Succeſs ordinarily requires, with trembling Hands 


and Hearts failing, They will turn themſelves 
back in the Day of Battle, and even flee when 
None purſueth. Their Adverſaries will find ſuch 
a People ready vanquiſhed to their Hands: No 
uncommon Share of Policy, or Courage, or 
Strength need be communicated to them, in or- 
der to their ſubduing a Set of Men that have 
made themſelves ripe for Slavery, and are be- 
come Veſſels of Wrath fitted for Deſtruction. 

May the Caſe, here only ſuppoſed, never be 
our own! And that it never may, at leaſt by 
any Fault or Miſcondu&t on our Part, let us 
now go on to enquire, as was propoſed, 


III. Thirdly, To what Uſes the Conſiderations 


already offered may be ſeaſonably applied 
on the preſent Occaſion. 


The great Doctrine, which I have thus far 
been illuſtrating, is That of a Divine Super-1n- 
tendence over the Proceedings both of fingle Per- 
ſons and publick Communities, more eſpecially 
in Times of Var: Such a'\Super-intendence, as, 
though It always diſapproves the Principle from 
which Rapine or Cruelty proceeds, yet often 
permits the Acts to take Place, and for a Time 
to prevail: Such a Super- intendence, however, 
as retains the Power of checking That Principle, 
and controling Thoſe Acts, at Pleaſure ; and, 
where It allows them the largeſt Scope, till di- 
refs their Operations to the Accompliſhment 
of the Wiſeſt Ends: Particularly, the Manifeſta- 
tion of Gopꝰ's Glory, the Exerciſing of a care- 
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leſs or Chaſtiſement of a froward People, and 
the final Extirpation of Thoſe that will not have 
Him to reign over them. 
6 x Now the foregoing Account of G o D's Provi- 
= dence, like * he Pillar of Fire in the Paſſage 
> through the Red-Sea, whilſt in the Night of 
- Affliction it zs a Cloud and Darkneſs to His Ene- 


monition, to the Unthinking ; of Comfort, to 
the Penitent; of Exhortation, to All. 

And Fir, Let the careleſs and unthinking be 
Admoniſbed by our late Misfortunes and our pre- 
ſent Dangers, to conſider their Mays; in order to 
diſcover, as far as we may reaſonably preſume 
to diſcover, Why the great Governour of the 
Univerſe hath thought fit thus to mortify, and 
ſtill thinks fit thus to threaten, us. 

Self-Examination, whether Perſonal or Natio- 
nal, is a Work peculiarly ſeaſonable in Times 
of Suffering: And yet a Work, towards which 
Thoſe have generally the leaſt Inclination, who 
have the greateſt Occaſion for it: 1 hearkened 
and heard, faith the Prophet Jeremiah at a like 
= Seaſon, but They ſpake not arigbt; No Man re- 
. 8 pented bim of his Wickedneſs, ſaying, «© What have 
I done?” Every one furned to his Courſe, as the 
= Corſe ruſbeth into the Battle. Even the Stork in 
| a Exod, XIV. 20. b 3 7. 


5 1 mies, gives Light and Conſolation to Thoſe, who 
> are ſo wile as to put themſelves under His Gui- 
> dance and Protection. And accordingly, I would 
beg Leave, as briefly as I well can, to apply 
8 I the Doctrine before us to the Uſes of Admont- 
J 4 tion, of Comfort, and of Exbortation : Of Ad- 


the 
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the Heaven knoweth his appointed Times, and the 
Turtle and the Crane and the Swallow obſerve the 
Time of their Coming; but my People know not the 
Ne ment of the LoRD. A — Symptom 

his; and utterly unworthy of ſuch Creatures, 
as ought to be — than the Fowls of Heaven. 
For, though it would be preſumptuous and un- 
charitable, merely from the Sight of uncommon 
perſonal Afflictions or even National Calamities, 
to condemn the Sufferers as being Sinners above 
All others; Yet ſurely, in either Caſe, it muſt 
become the Sufferers themſelves to look up to 
the Author, and to lay to Heart the Occaſion 
and End, of ſuch Diſpenſations. Though other 
Men's Calamities may not always excuſe us in 
_ condemning them; Yet our own Calamities will 
always juſtify us in judging Ourſelves. 

In which important Work, however, it will 
not be expected, that our Civil or Military State, 
our Landed or Commercial Intereſts, our Fo- 
reign or Domeſtick Tranſactions, ſhould be ta- 
ken into Examination in This ſacred Place. 
Such Enquiries belong to another Conſidera- 
tion; to which (J am ſure) it is as much my 
Inclination as it is my Duty to refer them, 
And, as to our Moral and Religious Condition ; 
though Reflections of That Nature more pro- 
perly fall within the Buſineſs of This Day; yet, 

hope, You will the rather excuſe me at preſent 
from attempting the diſagreeable Operation of 
laying open the Wounds and Bruiſes and too ge- 
neral Unſoundneſs of our Country in Theſe re- 
* ; becauſe This hath often, on like Occa- 
ſions, 
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ſions, been performed by more ſkilful Hands. 
Let me only be permitted to ſuggeſt, that, if 
the Situation of Publick Affairs ſhould ſeem 
continually growing more and more critical and 
dangerous: If ſome important Poſſeſſions of the 
Britiſh Crown, won by the Bravery, nay pur- 
chaſed with the Blood, of our renowned Coun- 
try-men, have lately been, in a Manner afflic- 
tive enough, torn from us: If our valuable Co- 
lonies have greatly ſuffered, and {till continue 
expoſed to yet farther Suffering, from the In- 
curſions, the Ravages, the ſavage Cruelties, of 
our inveterate Enemies : If our Counſels at home 
have been diſunited and diſconcerted, to the 
unhappy Loſs of irrecoverable Opportunities; 
whilſt our Enterprizes abroad have been gene- 
rally unſucceſsful : If, in Conſequence of all 
This, our Laws and Government with Difficul- 
ty maintain Their wonted Reputation in other 
Countries, and are daily inſulted by the loweſt 
of the People in our own : Surely it muſt be 
high Time to reflect, Whether We are not ex- 
emplifying That ſtanding Rule of God's Pro- 
ceedings, ce They, that deſpiſe Me, ſball 
be lightly eſteemed.” 

We find it recorded in the Jew:fb Hiſtory, 
That the Anger of the LoR D was hot againſt 


Iſrael, and He delivered them into the Hands of 


Sporlers that ſpoiled them: — So that They could 
not any longer land before their Enemies. The 
ſacred Hiſtorian has not, indeed, thought fit 
preciſely to mark out the Time of This their 


a 1 Sam. II. 30, b Judg. II. 13. 14. 
D 2 diſtreſſed 
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diſtreſſed Condition: But He has taken Care, in 
the Words immediately preceeding, fully to ex- 
plain the Cauſe of it. had forſaken IE Ho- 
VAH, and ſerved Baal and Aſtaroth. «< How 
We ſtand, as to the former Part of This Charge, 
particularly in relation to the peculiar Object of 
Chriſtian Worſhip,” is an alarming Thought : 
And, in reference to the latter, with which per- 
haps we may think ourſelves wholly unconcern- 
ed ; it ſhould be remembered, that ſerving Baal 


and Aftaroth is by no means the only Species of 


Idolatry or Apoſtaſy, by which we may become 
Tranſgreſſors. They, whoſe God is their Belly, 
or (which is the ſame Thing) who-are Lovers of 
Pleaſure more than Lovers of GOD: They, who 
make Gold their Hope, or jay unto fine Gold, 
&« Thou art our Confidence: They, in ſhort, who 
take not Gop for their Strength, but put their 
chief Truſt in Man, or any created Being: All 
Theſe in their Hearts depart or apoſtatize from 
tbe LoRD; and may on That Account juſtly look 
for the Inflictions of His ſore Diſpleaſure. 

But there is the leſs Occaſion to enter upon 
any formal Proof of our prevailing Depravity in 
Theſe or any other Reſpects; becauſe This is a 
Topick, upon which, ſo long as we keep to ge- 
ncral Complaints, we ſeem well enough agreed. 
Jam afraid, however, ſuch Agreement will no 
longer continue, when we deſcend to a more 
particular Enquiry, * Upon whom the Blame 
ſhould principally fall,” or Where the Amend- 
ment is moſt wanted.” If (for inſtance) we talk 
with the lower Ranks of Men, we ſhall proba- 

bly 
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bly find Theſe * when they are hungry and fret- 


ful, as ready, as the Prophet tells us He found 


them in His Time, 70 curſe their King if not 
their GoD; and, forgetful of every Thing amiſs 
in their own Way of Living, to le upward 
to their Rulers, as the ſole Cauſe of their Diſ- 
treſſes, and the Authors of all their Grievances : 
While Thoſe Rulers, in Their Turn, unmoved 
by ſuch Complaints to examine their own Con- 
duct, ſhall too often content themſelves with 
ſaying, * This People, who know not the Law, 
are curſed.” Thus again: Too many among 
Ourſelves ſeem to think we have fully ſatisfied 
the Demands of our ſacred Function, when we 
have © ſhewed the People their Tranſgreſſion and the 
Houſe of Jacob their Sins; with a Zeal, which 
is indeed highly commendable, where un:form- 
ly exerted, and by ſuch as ſhew themſelves un- 
blameable Enſamples as well as unſparing Moni- 
tors; but which muſt loſe much of its Proprie- 
ty and Efficacy in Any, who are viſibly Parta- 
kers in other Men's Sins, while They cry aloud 
againſt them: On the contrary, we find Some 
(who may be well-meaning, but whom we muſt 
have Leave to think unreaſonable, Men,) char- 
ging a great Part of the Irrehgion of the Age 
upon the Clergy ; and even Thoſe, who, if 
not by Immoralities of other Kinds, yet by ill- 
grounded Invectives againſt the Conſtitutions of 
our Church, and unmerited Slanders of the Bo- 
dy of Her Miniſters, have perhaps moſt of All 
contributed towards leſſening the Influence of 


a Iſai. VIII. 21. b John VII. 49. c Ifai, LVIII. 1. 
their 
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their Paſtoral Labours, ſhall in Time of Danger 
be moſt earneſt in calling for the Exertion of 
their Influence, and leaſt candid in their Cen- 
ſures of any ſuppoſed Neglect on their Parts. 
The like Self- Partiality might, I fear, be ob- 
ferved in moſt other Inſtances. — But, in the 
mean while, This, ſurely, is a Seaſon, not for 
mutual Reproaches, but for Univerſal Amend- 
ment. Gop hath given no Man Licenſe to ſin; 
nor will He diſpenſe with any Order of Men 
for the Violation of His Laws: And, if Judg- 
ment muſt begin at the Houſe of G o p, what ſhall 
the End be of All others that obey not His Goſpel ? 
— Inſtead of lofing Time, therefore, in deba- 
ting, Who ſhould be Fi in * forward a 
Work, which All own to be neceſſa 
cheerfully give their beſt Aſſiſtance towards It. 
And, let Us of This Place (though, I am per- 
ſuaded, as free from the Contagion as any Part 
of the Kingdom) be as Exemplary on the pre- 
ſent Occaſion as We uſually are on others: 
> Looking diligently, left any Man fail of the Grace 
of Gop; leſt any Root of Bitterneſs Jpringing up 
trouble us, and thereby Many be defiled. 

Neither let our Endeavours be ſlackened from 
a vain Truſt in the Goodneſs of our Cauſe, the 
Purity of our Religion, the Excellency of our 
Civil Conſtitution, or even (ſuppoſing That could 
be proved as eaſily as the foregoing) the equa] if 
not greater Immorality and Impiety of our pre- 
ſent Adverſaries. The Religious Inſtitutions, and 
even the Civil Polity, of the Jews came imme- 


a 1 Pet. IV. 17. b Heb, XII. 15. 
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diately from Go p; neither had He dealt ſo with 
any other Nation. Yet my Text may inform 
us, that for their Sins Gop had given them up 
to the Depredations and Ravages of Nations, in 
this Inſtance at leaſt more injurious, and in 
many reſpects probably not leſs wicked than 
themſelves. And, how weak a Protection the 
Purity of a Church is againſt the Impurity of 
her Members, We may learn from the State of 
Chriſtianity for ſome Ages now paſt, in Thoſe 
very Countries, where It made Its firſt Appe- 
rance, and where for ſome Time after It moſt 
flouriſhed. The Truth is, the Juſtneſs of their 
Cauſe muſt at all Times be a moſt encouraging 
Conſideration to a Virtucus and Religious Com- 
munity engaged in the Defence of it. But the 
Purity of a National Religion, and the Excel- 
lency of a National Government, are really Ag- 
gravations of Any People's Guilt, who, by neg- 
lecting or abuſing theſe Privileges, have render- 
ed themſelves unworthy of their Continuance. 
And, how little Room We have to boaſt, how 
much to dread, on This Account, muſt now be 
left to every one's ſerious Conſideration :; It be- 
ing high Time that I ſhould proceed, 

Secondly, To remind You of the Comfort ari- 
ſing to ſincere Penitents, in perillous Conjunctures, 
from the Doctrine of Gop's Government over, 
not only every Part of the material World, but 
alſo the unruly Wills of ſinful Men, and even the 
deſtructive Schemes of unjuſt Nations. 

This is indeed a Contemplation, which the 
Beſt of Men muſt often want, and which may 

always 
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always to Such be a preſent Remedy againſt De- 
jection and Deſpondency of Mind. More parti- 
cularly, when we hear of Wars and Rumours of 
Wars, well might our Hearts be terrified, were 
the Progreſs and the Iſſue ſolely left to the Diſ- 
poſal of blind Chance or inexorable Deſtiny, 
eſpecially were we to fall into the Hands of Men 
only : Men chafed by Oppoſition, breathing Re- 
venge and Slaughter, and whoſe tender Mercies 
are cruel. But, if theſe Men are Themſelves in 
the Hand of Go p, whoſe Diſpleaſure alone gives 
them Power to hurt us: We may always be 
ſure of diſarming Them, if we will but remove 
His Diſpleaſure by removing the Cauſe of It, 
our own Sins. If wicked Men, and oppreſſive 
Nations be Scourges only, to be employed or 
laid aſide by the Governour of the Univerſe, 
when and where He pleaſeth; We need no 
longer be afraid of the Rod, than we neglect by 
a real Reformation to appeaſe the Wrath, and 
ay the Hand, of Him tie holds It. 

Could we then once ſee ſuch a general A- 
mendment, what Security might we not pro- 
miſe ourſelves from the Attempts of apr Ene- 
mies; what Succeſs to the Counſels and the 
Arms of our Sovereign ! —And, may we not en- 
tertain ſome pleaſing Hopes, at leaſt from the 
Riſing Generation? This is neither a Place nor 
a Seaſon for Flattery. But, I truſt, there are 
not wanting Many amiable Patterns of Virtue 
and Piety (though, how many ſoever They be, the 
LoRD our Gop add unto their Numbers!) a- 
mong Perſons of ſuperiour Fortune and Rank 

1 In 
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in the Kingdom; of whom ſeveral lately were, 
and (indulge me it I add) ſome yet continue to 
be, the Ornament and Boaſt of This ancient 
Seat of Learning: Whoſe Candles, when * ſet on 
Candleſticks, may ſtill give Light to All that are 
in the Houſe : I mean, whoſe ſhining Examples, 
when advanced to Thoſe eminent Stations, which 
They are preparing themſelves to fill, may dif- 
fuſe their benign Influence into the remoteſt 
Corners of the Land, and be the bleſſed Inſtru- 
ments of Providence for recovering Its Virtue, 
and lengthening 1ts Tranquillity, through Ages 
yet to come. — Only let me preſume at the 
fame Time to expreſs my affectionate Wiſhes, 
that Theſe our Growing Hopes, our Crown of 
Rejoicing, whilſt They reſolutely fly from the 
Enchantments of forbidden Pleaſure and the 
Poiſon of Infidelity, may alſo beware of being 


carried away with the ſpecious Appearance of 


diverſe and ſtrange Doctrines, or with the confi- 


33 dent Revival of exploded Errours, or with the 


dangerous Affectation of uncommanded Auſte- 
rities. May They ever happily continue in theſe 
Things which They have heard and been aſſured 


5 of ſteadily purſuing the plain Path of GO ps 


Commandments, and immoveably adhering to the 
Communion of His Church into which They 


= were Baptized : Which, if not abſolutely inca- 


pable of Improvement, (as what indeed can be 
ſo that hath any Thing buman in it?) is yet, 
= through the Grace of Gop accompanying Her 
= Ordinances, and helping our Infirmities, ſuffi- 
1 a Matt. V. 15. 
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ciently perfect for the Purpoſes of Holineſs here 
and Happineſs hereafter ; and which, therefore, 
Her Sons, when at any Time tempted to for- 
ſake Her, either by the Offer of more Infallibie 
Guidance on one Hand, or by the Pretence of 
ſtricter Purity on the other, may juſtly ad- 
dreſs; in the Words of the Diſciple. to our 
Lok PD Himſelf, *** To «vbom ſhall we go? Thou 
ba the Words of Eternal Life.. 
In a Word: Corrupt as We of This Nation 
confeſſedly are, and (diſcouraging as our Proſ- 
ſpects may on that Account appear; the Faith. 
us, but 
that, by their united Endeavours and powerful 
Interceſſions, GoD may yet be entreated for the 
Land; may hide our KING and our CHURCH 


from the Gathering together of the Froward; and 


may, in His own good Time, grant unto His 
People the Bleſſing of Peace. In the mean while, 
to juſtify ſuch ExpeQtations, 

Laſily, From the foregoing Doctrine, conſi- 
dered jointly with our paſt Miſcarriages and our 
preſent Fears, let us All be Exhorted to ſee and 
adore the uphfted Hand of Almighty Go p; to 
hear the Rod, and with Humility and even 
Thankfulneſs turn to Him that ſmiteth Us. 

« Whether Thoſe National Diſappointments 
or Loſſes, which I need not here ſpecify, may 
be really intended as gracious Correctives and 
Warnings to us, or as Preludes to our Deſtruc- 


tion; Gop only knows. Gladly would I hope, 
that the intereſting Event may yet depend u pon fe. 


2 John VI. 68. 
Our 
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our own preſent Reſolutions and our future Con- 
duct. Certain it is, that we have needed, and 
ſtill need, all the Inſtruction, that ſuch Diſpen- 
ſations are fitted to convey to us. The Dangers, 
if not Diſtreſſes, of which we are daily com- 
plaining, with Difficulty prevail upon us to think 
upon Go p, or to part with any of our expen- 
five Amuſements, or even to unite in the Uſe of 
Means for our Preſervation. Had we then hi- 
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therto enjcyed Reſt on every Side, or had we been 
generally ſucceſsful in all our Enterprizes; I 
will not ſay, whether we might not have been, 
if poſſible, more unmindful of our gracious Pro- 
=> tector, and more wanton or even brutiſh in our 


Gratifications, than we have yet been. Nay, 
had we even now no foreign Enemy to em- 
ploy our contentious Humours, I know not, 
whether we might not with ſtill greater Fierce- 
* neſs bite and devour one another, and yet ſooner 
be conſumed one of another. 

May we, however, from henceforward grow 
5 : wiſer and better by the Things which we have ſuf- 
* fered! We have, I hope, been making our Peace 
—= withGop: Let us next be at Peace among Our- 
ſelves. Let us not diſdain to learn from our ve- 
ry Enemies, or to borrow ſome of Their Reve- 
rence for Authority and Affection for their Mo- 
narch, ſome of their Love of their Country and 
Veneration for Its Eftabliſhed Religion; in all 
which reſpects, our Affairs might nat perhaps 
be hurt by our Emulating Their Attachment, 
how little Cauſe ſoever we may have to envy 
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36 
them the reſpective Objects of it. And, by Way 
of Return, let us ſend them back, or at leaſt let 
us baniſh from among ourſelves, That Fondneſs 
for Diverſions, That Luxury and Extravagance, 
by means whereof They have ſo long already 
been enfeebling and impoveriſhing, that They 
have at length well-nigh enſlaved and deſtroyed, 
us. Could we but be perſuaded in good Earneſt 
to ſacrifice our coſtly Follies, our enervating In- 
dulgences, our ruinous Vices, and our ſtill moſt 
tremendous Impieties; and all This, not for a 
Day only, which will little avail us; but ſo as 
to make a laſting Change in our Tempers and 
our Manners: Could we generally recover That 
ſedate, manly, virtuous, and religious Turn of 
Mind, for which our Anceſtors were once fa- 
med, and by which (under GOD) They were 
enabled not only to carry Terrour into Thoſe 
Countries, but to bring back Triumph from 
Thoſe Adverſaries, whom we have ſince taught 
to view us in a Light leſs formidable: We might 
ſtill humbly hope, that Gop vill yet awake for 
us, and make the Habitation of our Righteouſneſs 
proſperous : Since He hath, in very comprehen- 
five Terms, Himſelf declared (and, I truſt, we 
have not yet excluded ourſelves from the Benefit 
of the encouraging Declaration) At what In- 
ant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation and concern- 
ing a People, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to 
deſtroy it : If That Nation, againſt whom I have 
pronounced, turn from Their Evil; I will repent of 
the Evil, that I thought to Do unto Them.” 88 
a Jer, XVIII. 7, 8. 


Where- 
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Wherefore lift up the Hands that hang down, 
and the feeble Knees. There is, no doubt, a great 
Deal of Evil, Natural and Moral, in This our 
World. Let it, however, be remembered, to 
the unſpeakable Comfort of Good Men, that the 
Effects of Both are under the perpetual Controll 
and Direction of infinite Power, Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs. If the Waves of the Sea are mighty 
and rage horribly ; yet the Lokp, who diwelleth on 
high, is mightier. Should the Kings of the Earth 


fland up, and the Rulers take Counſel together, a- 


gainſt the Reformed Religion, and the Legal Go- 
vernment, of our Country; He, that ſitteth in 
the Heavens, can with a Look trouble their Hoſts, 
and blaſt their Deſigns; and will, if we ſecure 
His Friendſhip, either reſtrain the Remainder of 
their Wrath, or even make it work together to us 
for Good, Or — ſhould the Ends of His righte- 
ous Government call for ſome more laſting Ca- 
lamity upon a devoted People! yet, if our own 
Ways pleaſe Him, we ſhall, in all Events, ſoon 
be removed into that Land of Reſt and Peace; 
* where the Wicked ceaſe from troubling, and 
where we ſhall no more hear the Voice of the Op- 
preſſor : And ſhall, through the Merits of our 
Redeemer, have our perfect Conſummation and 
Bliſs, bothpin Body and Soul, in His Eternal Glo- 
ry; when our 40 Enemy ſhall be deſtroyed, and 
Death ſhall be ſwallnoed up in Victory. 


a Job III. 17, 18. b 1 Cor. XV. 26, 54. 


PosSTSCRIPT. 


Denen. 


I Take the Opportunity here given me by a vacant Page or two; 
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to add a few Words on a Point of ſome Moment, which could 
only be touched upon at Pag. 29, of the foregoing Sermon: 
For ſome Years paſt J have with Concern obſerved it ir/inua- 
ted, that the Clergy ſubſcribe to Articles which They do not be- 
lieve. But This has lately been aſſerted in very plain and direct 
Terms by a Gentleman, who calls himſelf Britannicus, in what 
he is pleaſed to entitle Friendly Admonitions ta the Inhabitants of 
great Britain in general, and to the Clergy of the Church of Eng- 
land in particular. In his Addreſs to the Latter, He tells them, 
(Pag. 34.) he can't help obſerving, that a great Part of the Irreligion 
and Infidelity of the Age we live in is chargeable upon them: That 
they ſolemnly ſubſcribe Articles, which it is notorious they do not 
believe &c: that the Articles of Religion, to which they ſubſcribe are 
Calviniftic ; whereas, it will not be denied, that the Generality Y 
them, have embraced the Unitarian aud Arminian Schemes, Ibid, 
In ſhort (Pag. 37.) that they /ub/cribe Anticles, which it is cer- 
tain, many of the wiſeft and beft of them do not believe: With 
more in the ſame Strain. Theſe are Charges of a very high Na- 
ture againſt a Body of Men, whoſe Uſefulneſs to others and Com- 
fort in their own Minds muſt greatly depend upon their Reputa- 
tion for Godly Sincerity. And, whether the Author was aware 
of it or not, He muſt, I preſume, involve the Teachers of eve- 
ry Denomination in the ſame Accuſation ; the Law not making, 
as far as I can find, any Diſtinction in relation to the Subſcrip- 
tion required of All Teachers to the Do#rinal Articles here meant. 
And if the wiſeſt and ge of All Theſe can allow themſelves in 
ſuch Prevarication as himſelf has here bat too juſtly deſcribed, 
what Profligates the reſt muſt be, he may leave to any of his Rea- 
ders. However, leſt ſuch Aſſertions ſhould gain Credit for Want 
of being taken Notice of, it is defired, that the following Parti- 
culars may be conſidered by equitable and ſerious Men. 
- 1. It has over and over been proved, that the 39 Articles are 
far from being ſo determinately Calviniftical but that they may 
hone/tly be ſubſcribed to by Perſons not in the Calviniſtical 
Scheme. This has been made appear from ſeveral Conſiderations : 
Particularly, From the plain Meaning of the Articles themſelves, 
when fairly interpreted upon a Compariſon with each other: 
From the probable Views of thoſe eminent Divines who firſt 
drew up theſe Articles, and the profeſſed Tenets of Others, who 
have ever fince been concerned in ſubſcribing and requiring Aſ- 
ſent to them: From ſeveral Expreſſions, not only in Thoſe Arti- 
cles themſelves, but in other Offices of the Church (with 
which 


39 


which her Articles ſhould be ſuppoſed conſiſtent) that are not 
reconcileable with the Tenets of the Calviniſis upon ( what are 
uſually called) the „u, Points; and laſtly, From the Non-ac- 
quieſcence of the Calviniſis in the preſent Set of Articles, and 
their repeated Attempts either to get them worded more ſtrictly, 
or to have others ſuper-added more determinate, in their Favour, 
All This, and much more, has been abundantly ſhewn, by many 
Writers in the laſt and preſent Century: In the former, by Moun- 
togne in his Appello Cæſarem, Heylin in his Hiſtory of the Quin- 
guarticular Controverſy, Playfere in his Appello E vangelium, and 
(to cite no others] Bu. in his Apologia pro Harmonia &c. And 
in the preſent, Century, among ſeveral others, by Dr. Water- 
land in his Swpphtment to the Caſe of Arian Subjcription, and 
by an Anonymous Writer of an Apology for the Church of Eng- 
land, in Anfwer to an Enguiry into the Cauſes of the Deca 5 2 
Diſſenting lutereſi-: Which Apology was Printed for 2. 4 
winter in 173, and has, I believe, never ſince been anſwered. 
And ſurely, after all This, we might have hoped to have heard 
no more of this Calumny, of eur /abſcribing to Calviniſtical Ar- 
ticles, But we are ſo unhappy as to find, that, when Calumnies 
are likely to anſwer ſome convenient Purpoſe, they are not always 
diſcontinued, ſo ſoon as they are refuted. - But, 

2. As to what the Author of the Friendly Admonitions hath 
obſerved of Perſons in the Unitarian Scheme, when they fland 
forth before G o b, and call upon Him to witneſs to their Sincerity 
when they ſubſcribe Articles, which ſtrongly aſſert, that there is 
but one living and true Go D: That in the Unity of the Godbead 
there be three Perſons of one Subſtance, Power, and Eternity, the 
Father, Son and Il. Ghoſt; &c. Pag. 34, 35; I am extremely 
ſorry, that Any of my Brethren ſhould: have given Occaſion for 
his Outcries on this Head: But am fully perſuaded, that he is 
greatly miſtaken in his Computation of the Nambers of ſuch Sub- 
ſeribers. Whoever conſiders, how many excellent Writings in 
Vindication of the Doctrine of the Trinity, have been publiſhed 
by Clergymen, within the laſt 50 Years, ſome of them very late- 
ly in Anſwer to an Eſſay on Spirit &c. muſt be ſurprized at his 
preſuming it will not be denied, that the Generality of them are 
in the Unitarian Scheme. He himſelf, 1 hope, will not ſay, that 
All Theſe have been writing, and numberleſs Others preeching, 
what They could not believe ;—at leaſt till he's ſure that He is not 
only Infallible but able to Diſcern the Hearts of others; or that 
he really is (what he ſeems unwilling to allow the Captain of our 
Salvation to be) Equal with Gop. And then, 

3. With regard to Sub/cription to explanatory Articles in gene- 
ral; We may preſume from the 4/toni/bment expreſſed by this 
Gentleman (Pag. 37) at the Continvance of This in a Proteſtant 

Church, 


1 4 * 
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5 "Church, alle * his not yet rightly conſidered that Matter. He 


talks of the Church as impoſing Subſcription; as if She required it 
from Any again/t their own Judgment and Conjrience : Whereas, 
though She expects it from All whom She admits into the Office 
of Her Teachers ; yet She leaves "Thoſe, who cannot honeſtly 
comply with it, at full Liberty to employ their Time and Abj+ 
lities in ſome other Way. Nor does She make Theſe Articles a 
Rule of Faith : For That She refers all her Members to the Hey 
Scriptures, But, conſidering the Sex/e not the bare Words of 
Scripture as being That Rule, She propounds Her Articles ex- 
Planatory of that Senſe, by Way of Teſts or ſoltmm Interrogatories 
to Candidates for the Office of Publiek Inſtructors; in order to 
diſcover, Whether They are ſound in the Faith, and apt to Tear 
the real Doctrines, of Scripture : And requires Sub/eriprion from 
them, as the beſt Security She can take from Conſcientious Men, 
that They will teach none other Doctrine. As to the Right which 
every National Charch has thus to provide for the Edification of 
Her own Members: Had this Gentleman been acquainted with 
Dr. Rogers's Review, Dr. Stebbing's Rational Enquiry, Mr. (after- 
wards Bp.) La onal. Sermon on Subſcription, Mr. Dun/ep's 
Preface to the 


have found Cauſe to think the Proteſtant Churches not quite fo 


deſtitute, as he ſeems to imagine, of ſomething to ſay in Beha}f 
of this Expedient, for diſcharging their important Traſ by pre- 


ſerving the Faith once delivered to the Saints. | 
Upon the Whole: Who Britannicus is, or of what Denomi- 
nation, I know not. I heartily wiſh We may All, Clergy and 
Laiety, be the better for any Admonitions given us at the preſent 
1. But, if his Intentions were Good (as I would fain believe. 
from ſeveral Parts of his Performance, however declamatory) J 
fear his Reprehenſions will miſs of their Aim by being over-charged. 
Whether his random Accuſations of all the Pablict Inſtructors ir. 
the Kingdom, Authorized or Tolerated, may not be doing the 
Work of the Romiſh Emiſſaries who are Neither, He will do 
well to conſider. And Others alſo may pleaſe to remember, that 
Thoſe Emiſſaries can aſſume various Characters; and may perhaps 
have no Scruple about interſperſing here and there a Fling againſt 
Popery itſelf among ſuch of their Invectives, under the Diſguiſe 
of Friendly Admonitions, as are calculated to defame and render 
odious a Body of Men, Whom They have always found their 
moſt ſucceſsful Opponents, the Ex L Isu CIE RTW. 
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etminfter Confeſſion, or Mr. Whites and Mr. 
Joſepb Clarke's later Pieces againſt Mr. Chandler; He would 
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